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Publications

Volume x (3) and volume 2 (1, 2) of the Scottish Journal of Geology were issued to
members in October 1965, February and August 1966 respectively. The first part
of the separately issued Proceedings was published in February 1966 and dealt with
events of Sessions 106 and 107, 1963-65.

The number of Arran excursion guides sold to date is 877, of which 479 were sold
during the current session ; 97 Glasgow guides were also sold.

Membership

The number of members at the end of the Session was 256.

Cbituary Notices

MURRAY MACGREGOR’s association with the Geological Society of Glasgow
for a period of fully 55 years—he was elected a member on 13th January, 1910—
has been so intimate that a biographical notice for the Society’s Proceedings cannot
but be very different from any other. My own association with him though not
quite so long was close also, and therefore I may be permitted to write in the first
person for both the Society and myself.

Murray Macgregor was born in Glasgow on 21st January, 1884 and died on his
82nd birthday. He was the second son of George Macgregor, who taught classics
in Woodside School; he himself had the christian name George but from his
schooldays he eschewed its use, perhaps because, this is only my surmise, of its
Hanoverian association, for he was a Celtic Scot and patriot. His schooling was at
Queen’s Park School and the High School and he matriculated at Glasgow
University in 1902 having taken 17th place in the Bursary competition. His student
years being prolonged by ill-health he did not graduate until 1908, B.Sc. in April,
M.A. in November of that year. During these years he had class prizes in the
ordinary classes in Latin, French and Moral Philosophy and won the Ewing Gold
Medal, open to all matriculated students, for the best essay on ‘Queen Margaret
(Tudor) of Scotland’. His science subjects were mathematics, natural philosophy,
botany, and zoology. Having been recommended medically to pursue an open-air
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profession he took up the study of geology under Professor Gregory in 1906,
winning the class medal (1907) in Part I and taking 2nd place in Part IT (1908). In
the following year he sat the open competition (in those days written and requiring
an examination fee) and with L. J. Wills, Ben Lightfoot, and C. E. N. Bromehead
was passed into the service of the Geological Survey. Allocated to the unit under
the charge of L. W. Hinxman by John Horne who was at that time Assistant
Director in Scotland, he passed his first year of field work on the Upper Limestone
Group of the Bathgate district and on the gneisses of the upper reaches of the
Brora River, around Ben Armine in Sutherland. In the five years to the outbreak
of war in 1914 his stratigraphical work on the Carboniferous extended into
Lanarkshire and his survey of the Highland rocks into Glen Lyon and, in holiday
time, to Glen Orchy. His medical history prevented acceptance,- but not his
volunteering, for military service; fortunately, for.there is little doubt that he
would have enlisted in Glasgow’s regiment, the H.L.I., like his younger brother
Eric. Urgent examination of home resources of coal, ironstone, refractory materials,
oil-shales, and non-ferrous ores and other minerals occupied him during the years
of war. In the post-war reorganization of the Geological Survey he was appointed
in 1919 District Geologist in charge of work in the Northern Highlands and in the
coalfields from Lanarkshire to Fife. His unit consisted at first of only two geologists,
for senior officers had retired and recruitment had barely begun; thus return to
peacetime activities was made more onerous by the need to train and supervise new
officers of whom by 1922 he had five men inexperienced in fieldwork, memoir
writing, and production of maps. In 1925 he was appointed Assistant Director in
charge of geological work in Scotland and in the Northumbrian coalfield, and in
this office he continued until he retired at his own request in 1945. In addition to
normal management of the Survey’s activities and establishment he was respon-
sible, while Assistant Director, for removal of the Survey offices from 33 George
Square and rooms in Sheriff Court to their present site at 19 Grange Terrace, for
planning additional rock and fossil accommodation there, for organizing collection
and arrangement of the records of borings deeper than 100 ft., the reporting of
which had been made compulsory under the Mining Industry Act of 1926, and for
supervising preparation of exhibits and handbooks of the five Scottish regions in
time for the opening of the new Geological Museum in South Kensington in 1935—
himself with A. G. MacGregor preparing the handbook and exhibit for the geology
of the Midland Valley. Yet throughout this period his own scientific research
never ceased and in 1927 and 1928 we were privileged to have in his Presidential
Address “Scottish Carboniferous Stratigraphy’ a masterly synthesis of earlier and
current research with his own 20 years of assiduous experience and critical evalua-
tion of the evidence from natural and drilled sections and from mine workings in
this fragmented and variable formation.

The early years of his directorship of the Survey’s affairs in Scotland were not
easy ones, for his service had been comparatively short and there was conflict of
personalities, but his scientific, critical, and literary abilities and his tenacity,
capacity for selfless service, and humanity ensured from all grades of staff eventual
abundant recognition of his moral as well as titular authority. During the years of
war from 1939 to 1945, with their new and urgent problems of redeployment of
effort, of security of records and collections, of internal administrative difficulties,
he was the trusted colleague and capable leader, zealous to employ the resources of
his office to their best towards increased contribution to the national needs for coal,
constructional materials, industrial minerals rendered scarce by blockade, water
supply, and sites for military, security, or constructional works. Only a few months
after the war ended, still active and alert but wishing to make place for younger
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officers, he retired from official service, taking with him the regretful good wishes
and the respect and affection of his colleagues:

A man whom all men proudly claim as friend;

Who, great of heart, his neighbour’s urgent cares

And quiet joys halving and doubling shares;

In whom compassion, grace, and virtue blend;

Who, raised to power, a constant mind doth lend

To larger service, thought nor effort spares

To knit his knowledge to his land’s affairs;

And knowledge hoards, more lavishly to spend.

He was our chief and Time that tie has broken

But cannot fray the subtle tissue weaved

Of his ripe wit and rich humanity

Upon our hearts. The word of parting spoken,

God speed him well and grant him golden-sheaved

Long sun-lit days of leisured liberty.
The good wishes were in large measure fulfilled. In the years immediately follow-
ing his retirement he was not idle but wrote of things congenial to his mind and
prepared as President of Section C, Geology, at the Dundee meeting, 1948, of the
British Association, his address ‘Geology in the development of the Scottish
coalfields’. In these years too he was called upon to pay obituary tribute to his old
chief, Sir John Flett, and to his old assistant, David Tait, both friends of long
standing whom he admired greatly. But he was not long to remain a man of
leisure. In 1947 he was invited to take appointment as Divisional Geologist in the
Production Department of the Scottish Division of the National Coal Board and
this he did with glad alacrity, happy to be employing again his talent in the service
of the Scottish economy and, free from administrative impediment, at one and the
same time to be adding to his own and the national store of knowledge. In this
capacity he remained active, seeming to grow younger as the years passed. In 1957
once again he stepped aside, vacating the post of Divisional Geologist, but con-
tinued in the Board’s service as Consultant Geologist until his final retirement at
the age of 80 in 1964. There were many other public capacities in which he served
during his working life. He was on the boards of Fuel Research and Coal Survey,
on panels of the Scottish Council (Development and Industry), and on the
Management Committee of the Macaulay Institute for Soil Research for fifteen
years, during which their association was mutually so happy that for nine of them,
after his retirement from the Geological Survey, he was Convener of the Institute’s
Staff Committee.

I shall not pursue in detail here the record of his scientific achievement as the
stratigrapher of the Carboniferous System in Scotland, which indeed can be better
appreciated from the list of his publications, but should like to indicate some
aspects of his activities more revealing of the man. A glance at the bibliography
will show his concern both to apply geology in the development of the coalfields
and to bring home to others that geology can so be applied. This concern derived
not from any wish for the aggrandizement of geology and geologists but from
conviction that knowledge acquired by expenditure of public monies should be
applied in the public interest and, more particularly, in the interests of the
economy of Scotland by making the utmost use of its main mineral resource, coal. I
remember once in our talk, on inflation and better ways of obtaining a return on
savings than such traps as Defence loans, I suggested he buy some ‘Shell’ (then 30s.
and returning about 7%); indignantly he repudiated any intention of investing in
any competitor with the native product.
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His bibliography reveals, too, though only partially, his zeal to interpret the
results of geological research simply to the amateur and to share with others his
own enjoyment of nature and his own pleasure in scientific deduction from
skilful observation. His excursion guides to Assynt and to Arran give testimony;
and it should not go unrecorded that the illustrations round which these texts are
built were prepared at his private expense so that they might be purchased at little
cost. Not cnly in these and in other guides published in the Proceedings of the
Geologists’ Association is the evidence to be found, but also in the numerous talks,
often unrecorded even in summary, which he gave and in the excursions which he
led for the profit of fellow-members of the Edinburgh and Glasgow societies, and
in the service which he rendered to these societies in their councils and as their
President, Glasgow 1926-29, and Edinburgh 1936-38. He gave freely of his
time for over 20 years to editorship of our Transactions from 1937 to 1958 and it
was in the early years of this period that he proposed the annual publication to be
sponscred by the Edinburgh and Glasgow societies to which he refers in his
Presidential Address (1945) in Edinburgh. Nearly g0 years later his foresight has
been realized by the début in 1965 of the Scottish Journal of Geology. In the
discussions leading to this event he took no small part, insisting always that
adequate provision should be made to ensure the continuity of the new journal
with the Transactions of the two societies and of the publication of the Proceedings
of our own society as a vehicle for the record of meetings, lectures and excursions
and for the recording of short papers of importance in local geology.

Dr. Macgregor’s high reputation as a stratigrapher of the Carboniferous System
is apt to obscure the breadth of his knowledge of Scottish geology for this ranged
from the Precambrian to Raised Beach times and indeed spilled over into pre-
history. Though he himself wrote little on the metamorphic rocks of Scotland, it is
worth recalling that so carly as 1914, only % years after publication of
J. J. Sederholm’s ‘Om Granit och Cneis’, he recorded with reference to his own
surveys in the Ben Armine area that ‘the main interest of the rocks of Central
Sutherland lies in the evidence that they afford of the synthetic origin of certain
types of gneiss’.

Nowhere is the wide range of his geological interest reflected better, in miniature,
than in the ‘Summary of the Geology’ in his Arran Guide, remarkable alike for its
intellectual scope and the clarity of the presentation. He found keen pleasure in the
imaginative aspects of geology—in the vision of Old Red Sandstone cliffs toppling
into Jurassic waters, of the rise and fall of ancient seas, of denudation and the
sculpture of mountain and valley, of the progression of plant and animal and
human life as the glacial cover waned from Scotland. His interest in the evolution
of geological thought and his pride in Scotland’s contribution thereto were very
real.

Murray Macgregor was elected a Fellow of the Royal Society of Edinburgh in
1922, and served on the Council 1930-32. He was a Fellow and Vice-President
(1945-47) of the Geological Society of London from which he received award of
the Murchison Medal in 1g41. Nearer home he was awarded the Clough medal
by the Edinburgh Geological Society in session 1943-44. Our own Society
honoured and gratified both parties by electing him an Honorary Member on
11th November, 1948. Public acknowledgment of his services was made by the
Scottish Coalfields Committee in their Report presented by the Secretary of State
for Scotland to Parliament, 1944, where it is stated ‘his expert and detailed know-
ledge of the coal resources of Scotland has been invaluable to us and the ungrudg-
ing manner in which he has co-operated with us throughout our investigations
must also be recorded’. In these words from the unemotional context of a White
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Paper the fundamental tone of Murray Macgregor’s character is recognized.
Always courteous and kindly, cheerful, humorous and understanding he was
welcome alike in the but and ben and drilling shed, in the mining office and at
official councils.

In his own office his authority, exercised with justice, discernment, and toleration
was undisputed, though his was no iron hand, and rare rebuke was in his dis-
appointment taken the more to heart. Modest to the point, it often seemed, of
self-effacement he was forward in acknowledgment of the worth of others, while
pretension met only with tolerant shrug or comment in verse wittily pungent yet
unwounding. His capacity for versifying on people and things seemed inexhaus-
tible and, delivered with a humorously philosophic benignity peculiarly his own,
his verses set the tone of genial good fellowship to many a diverse gathering. As a
short example may be quoted his ‘Epigramme d’Assynt’ recited to a party of many
nationalities at the close of the excursion which he led to Assynt in August 1948:

Un peu de soleil et beaucoup de pluie

C’est ’été écossais; c’est aussi la vie.

On est triste quelquefois; quelquefois on sourit;
Mais n’importe ce qu’arrive si nous restons amis.

The essential youthfulness and amiability of his spirit found natural expression
in his delightful approach to children, and recognition in their immediate response;
at the children’s Christmas parties, which, abetted by Mrs. Murdoch his house-
keeper, he gave over many years, a hilarious ‘Uncle Murray’ was one with his
guests. His affection for his native city and his devotedness to our own Society and
its welfare are known to all of us. So it is that, mourning our loss, we remain the
happier for having had some share in his life.

Dr. Macgregor was a bachelor. He is survived by his elder brother Sir Alexander
who was formerly Medical Officer of Health in Glasgow.

J.P.

' BIBLIOGRAPHY of DR. M. MACGREGOR

1911. Notes on the Upper Limestones of the Bathgate district. Summ. Progr. geol.
Surv. Gt Br. 1g10: 80-82.

1912, with E. B. Bailey. The Glen Orchy anticline (Argyllshire). Q. 7l geol. Soc.
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1913. The Garriongill section at Overtown, near Wishaw. Trans. geol. Soc. Glasg.
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1919. Historical sketch of the iron industry in Scotland. Geol. Mag. 56: 238 [Abs.].
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Carboniferous rocks of Scotland). Trans. geol. Soc. Glasg. 18: 442-458. [Issued
separately, 1930.]

1934, with J. Pringle. The Scottish Millstone Grit and its position in the zonal
succession. Summ. Progr. geol. Surv. Gt Br. 1933 (2): 1-7.

1934, with W. Manson. The Carboniferous rocks of Inninmore, Morvern. Summ.
Progr. geol. Surv. Gt Br. 1933 (2): 74-84.

1935, 1936, with W. Manson. Variations in the thickness of the Carboniferous
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Surv. Gt Br. 1: 27-36.
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Proc. R. Soc. Edinb. 60: 322-332.
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Argylishire. Trans. geol. Soc. Glasg. 20: 73-76.

1941. The Leven Valley, Dunbartonshire. Trans. geol. Soc. Glasg. 20: 121-135.

1944. In Scottish Coalfields. The Report of the Scottish Coalfields Committee,
presented by the Secretary of State for Scotland (Mr. Tom Johnston) to
Parliament by Command of His Majesty. [The descriptions, tables of seams
worked and by what firm in all areas, present position in each area, estimates
of reserves, which together form pp. 3 to 103 of this report are clearly M.M.’s
work. Acknowledgment (without detail) is made of his services on p. 1.]

1945a. On the boundary between the Upper Old Red Sandstone and the Carbon-
iferous Formation in the Midland Valley. Trans. geol. Soc. Glasg. 20: 358 [Abs.].

1945b. Note on wooden implements from old coal workings near Uphall. Trans.
geol. Soc. Glasg. 20: 355 [Abs.].

1945¢. The mineral resources of Scotland. Proc. R. phil. Soc. Glasg. 70 (3): 27-42.

1945d. Some suggestions for furtherance of geological research in Scotland. Trans.
Edinb. geol. Soc. 14: 76-77 [Abs.].

1946, with W. J. Skilling. The coal resources of Scotland. Inst. Fuel Wartime Bull. :
204-209, Suppl. to 7. Inst. Fuel 19.

1947a. Geology in the development of the Scottish coalfields. Advmt Sci., Br. Ass.
4: 172-178.

1947b. James Hutton, the founder of modern geology, 1726-97. Endeavour 6:
10g-111.

1948, with John Walton. The story of the Fossil Grove, Victoria Park, Glasgow. City
of Glasgow Public Parks and Botanic Gardens Dept.

1950. Life and times of James Hutton, 1726-1797. Proc. R. Soc. Edinb. 63B: 351-356.
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1951b. Coalfields of the lower Forth. Advmt Sci., Br. Ass. 8: 325 [Title only].

1954. The coalfields of Scotland. Chap. 16 in A. E. Trueman The coalficlds of
Great Britain, London (Arnold).

1954, with W. R. Flett and R. H. S. Robertson. Talc in Scotland. Rep. of the
Miner. Resour. Panel, Scottish Council (Development and Industry).

1958. The Geological Society of Glasgow. Trans. geol. Soc. Glasg. 23: 134-152.

1958, with J: MacKechnie. A4 short history of the Scottish coal mining industry. Edinburgh
(National Coal Board).

1965. Excursion guide to the geology of Arran. Glasgow. (Geol. Soc. Glasg.)

OFFICIAL PUBLICATIONS :

Geological Survey publications in which he was author, part author, or contribu-

tor, as distinct from papers in the Summary of Progress and Bulletin of the Geolog-

ical Survey.

1916. Refractory materials: ganister and silica-rock, etc. Resources and geology .
Spec. Rep. Miner. Resour. 6.

1917. Economic geology of the Central Coalfield. Area II. Mem. geol. Surv.

1920. Economic geology of the Central Coalfield. Area VII. Mem. geol. Surv.

1920. The Iron Ores of Scotland. Spec. Rep. Miner. Resour. xx.

1921. Economic geology of the Central Coalfield. Area IX. Mem. geol. Surv.

1922. Cannel coals, lignites, and mineral oil in Scotland. Spec. Rep. Miner. Resour.
24.

1923. The geology of Corrour and the Moor of Rannoch. Mem. geol. Sur.

1923. Economic geology of the Central Coalfield. Area VI. Mem. geol. Surv.

1925. Geology of the Glasgow district. 2nd ed. Mem. geol. Surv.

1926. Geology of Strath Oykell and Lower Loch Shin. Mem. geol. Surv.

1926. Economic geology of the Central Coalfield. Area V. Mem. geol. Surv.

1927. Oil shales of the Lothians. grd ed. Mem. geol. Surv.

1933. Economic geology of the Central Coalfield. Area II1. Mem. geol. Surv.

1936, with A. G. MacGregor. British Regional Geology: The Midland Valley of
Scotland. Handbk geol. Surv.

1939. The granites of Scotland. Spec. Rep. Miner. Resour. 32.

1940. Synopsis of the mineral resources of Scotland. Spec. Rep. Miner. Resour. 33,

1942. Limestone resources of Scotland: West-central Scotland: Area I1. Wartime
Pamph. 15. '

1943. The Limestone Coal Group of the Glasgow district. Wartime Pamph. 24.

1944. Barytes in central Scotland. Wartime Pamph. 38.

OBITUARY NOTICES
Geol. Mag. 1928 65: 381-384  John Horne
Proc. R. Soc. Edinb. 1930 49: 364-365 G. W. Lee
1935 55: 194-195 H. M. Cadell
1937 56: 256-257 L. W. Hinxman
1941 6o: 418 R. Turner
Yb. R. Soc. Edinb. 1043 9 W. Gibson
1944 21-23 T. J. Jehu
1950 40-41 J. Pringle
1952 23 A. Scott
1955 36-37 W. Thorneycroft
1958 24-25 D. Haldane
1960 78-8o J. K. Allan
Trans. geol. Soc. Glasg. 1937 19: 496-497 R. W. Dron
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1942 20: 155-160  John Smith

1947 2K: 154-155 H. J. R. Conacher
155-156  J. G. Roberts
1954 21: 503 D. Kerr
504-505  A. Scott
506 C. H. Thomson
. 1957 22: 189-191  James Wright
Proc. geol. Soc. Glasg. 1966 106, x07: 6-7 D. N. McArthur
trans. Edinb. geol. Soc. 1936 13: 332-339 H. M. Cadell
1948 14: 277-280  D. Tait
Q. J! geol. Soc. Lond. 1947 103: li-liv Sir John S. Flett

SAMUEL PARKINSON, who died on 14th June, 1966, was born in Bolton where
he attended Pike Lane School. After leaving school he went to work as an appren-
tice engineer at Dobson & Barbour’s, and attended evening classes at Bolton
Technical College. He became a qualified fitter at the age of 20 instead of the
usual 21. He came to Glasgow as a time study engineer, later becoming a produc-
tion engineer, and eventually became Work’s Manager at Harland & Wolff ’s,
Finnieston, which position he held until his retirement at the age of 62.

Mr. Parkinson was keenly interested in natural history, and in his youth was a
member of a local society in his native Lancashire. His main interest was originally
botany, but in later years geology took its place. He was a regular attender at
meetings and excursions, and served a term on the Council of the Society. He was
also 2 member of The Andersonian Naturalists of Glasgow, being Convener of the
Geological Section of that society.

Sam Parkinson was a man of upright character, most unassuming, and although
rather reticent in regard to himself and very decided in his opinions, he was not
without a sense of humour, and was of a friendly disposition which endeared him
to those who knew him.

W.C.C.
AAP.

ALEXANDER JAMES YOUNG, C.Eng., A.M.I.Mech.E., M..Mar.E., was
born on 18th November, 1905 at Ballincollig, Co. Cork, and died at Glasgow on
gth February, 1966. He was educated in Army Schools and at the Royal Technical
College, Glasgow. He served his apprenticeship with Alex. Stephen & Sons, Ltd.,
Linthouse and then worked in their design office. In 1936 he joined Barclay Curle
& Co. Ltd. at their Clydeholm shipyard; he was a member of their design staff
until 1945 when he was appointed research engineer, specializing in propeller
design and shafting systems. |
In his youth Mr. Young became interested in mountaineering and spent many
leisure hours in the Scottish Highlands. These hours in the field were his intros
duction to geology which he also studied in the extra-mural classes at Glasgow
University. He was elected an Ordinary Member of the Geological Society of
Glasgow in 1957 and served on its Council from 1959 to 1962. Mr. Young’s
great interest in natural studies was evident to those who saw his photographic
slides which marked him as a skilled amateur photographer. But it is for his
kindness, courtesy and unassuming nature that his friends remember him.
Mr. Young is survived by his wife who is a member of the Society.
R.J.M.Y.
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